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BACKGROUND | The SCALE knowledge assessment tool was developed based RESULTS
| %r;:ee‘ggnrﬁ?tg:tg;:efgtzmu t}ri‘;ngogﬁﬁ;:% Fclzﬁzri)ézlq\lfjveosliir;?\s 1. Repeated measures ANOVA produced the following results:
The SCAI_'E !Expert Panel Consensus Stater.nent of | a. There was a significant difference in knowledge scores
2009 has indicated that health care professionals e rsca o Srowledas Assessment Too | between administrations.
Including nurses, lack knowledge on the principles : o B b. No significant difference between units on knowledge
of Skin Changes At Life's End (SCALE) and its scores over time.
application in the acute care setting.’ rRmmentme (Effect | Value [F | af | sig
:r im;azg; Ao . 0368 6224 3000 002
The skin is the largest organ in the body and it can - Fhysologionchangos associated with he dying proces ncude:
- ’ o o - 3 's:m o ;ém Admin Unit 026 289 3.000 .833

fail, even with appropriate preventive interventions. | ih i pt e:s; fjspjh"s:jj;m;" RilEisTecs
The goal of care for the dying patient and their “:;i:::f"f’“:‘fa;m a— . S—— X

- F'atientsfFamilies shﬂuld be cﬂunseled that pressure ulcers present in the dying patient are: CI now e e Scores Increase SI nl |Can over Ime
family should be comfort.> e e I 9 y

C. LI d ble m y umstances in bOth groups.

d. Nt sidered a c f distress

. The r'n t g nific ntfactarforSC.ALE is:

P u R P o s E i :k :ﬂ\beit: I'; :: repo r'::: c: t: anges s -:-ur e: Admin Linear 19.668 17.167
The purpose of the study is to evaluate if the SCALE ey o i e rovaea ' d. Post-hoc tests adjusted for multiple comparisons found
PowerPoint presentation is effective at increasing the staff's : °"" that the Immediate post-intervention period was
knowledge on the concepts associated with skin failure prior I ——— responsible for most of the knowledge gained, persisting
to death. throughout the 8-week study (p=.003).
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An educational intervention was delivered as a one-time PowerPoint | —icu
presentation during staff meetings. The presentation was developed ———
based upon the following objectives:

a. To define SCALE and its relevancy to the healthcare setting.

b. To increase healthcare provider's knowledge of the clinical
practice principles associated with SCALE.

Estimated Marginal Means

c. To measure the retention of the concepts of SCALE by
nursing staff over-time.

IRB approval was obtained in February of 2012 to conduct a - =

research study. CONCLUSIONS

Design: A non-randomized, Quasi experimental repeated & IMPLICATIONS

measures interventional using a convenience sample of oy |

direct care registered nurses (DCRN) from ICU/PCU and e L cmon | The study was effective at increasing nurse’s knowledge of

MS units. e || e SCALE in both units with retention over time. Some pressure
=4 | == | | . ulcers may be unavoidable at life’s end; an educated staff is

Data collection: Data was collected at four separate the key to effective family education. Best practices on the
Intervals: pre-intervention, immediate post-intervention, management of SCALE, including staff education, should
4-weeks and 8-weeks. e be adopted.
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